
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS A SUCCESS DESPITE THE WINTRY WEATHER 
 
 

For over three months leading up to the Festival of Lights and Parade of 
Lights, a group of dedicated community leaders met at Wells Fargo Bank to plan for a festival that would 
piggyback on the Parade of Lights to give the residents of Wheatland a bigger, more festive and less 

commercial way to celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season.  
 Wheatland has been fortunate to have Linda Bye as the coordinator of the Parade of Lights for 

many years, and she has done an excellent job of getting businesses and organizations to participate in 
this midwinter occasion when the weather doesnôt always cooperate. 
 This year it was suggested that the festival could be expanded by lighting up the facades of the 

downtown businesses to provide a spectacular Christmas lighting festival unlike anything ever seen be-
fore in Wheatland.  With the help of Wheatland High School volunteers, Youth Challenge volunteers from 

Camp Guernsey, and a huge effort on the part of the downtown merchants, the 4 -block business area at 
the intersection of Gilchrist Avenue and 9th Street 
was transformed into what one resident referred to 

as ñSomething out of a childrenôs fairytale.ò   
 Missouri Basin Power Project donated the 

money to the Platte County Courthouse for new light-
ing, the Town of Wheatland provided lights and other 
decorations to Justin Herdt to decorate the Downtown 

Pocket Park, and Wells Fargo installed a sound sys-
tem to provide music to the downtown shoppers.  

 Businesses had been working on this lighting 
project since before Thanksgiving, keeping things 
ñunder coverò until the night of Friday, December 4.  

At 5:30 that evening, floats were assembled at the 
Wheatland Co -op, and at 6:00 they began the trip up 

South Street and along 9th Street to the intersection 
on Gilchrist where Derek Barton described each float 
as it came by.  Santa then did a countdown which 

was broadcast on KYCN/KZEW radio, and at ñZero!ò 
the Christmas lights all over the historic (See p. 6) 
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One of the many decorated flower pots in downtown Wheatland  


